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A429 FOSSE WAY SCRUTINY TASK GROUP DRAFT REPORT 

STOW ON THE WOLD TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS

1. Thank you for sight of the above mentioned draft report which obviously took 
a lot of work and gives a comprehensive report on the traffic problems on the A429 
(Fosse Way) throughout its entire passage through Gloucestershire. We generally 
welcome the content as it affects Stow on the Wold but have the following comments 
for consideration:

 A429 Road Network Classification (7g – page 5).
 HGV Traffic Levels north of Northleach on the A429 and the impact of the 

inter-county routing agreement (7i- page 6).
 Monitoring Traffic Flows on the A429 (8A3- page 8).
 Gridlock at the Unicorn Traffic Lights Stow on the Wold (8B7- page 9)
 Recommendation – potential options for managing congestion (9 -5 page 11).

2. A429 Road Network Classification. As you know we suggested, and the 
Report supports, the reclassification of this road as a national trunk road which would 
then entail management and funding by Highways England. It is most important that 
pending this re designation any improvement work to the A429 does not fall into 
limbo until this change is agreed. Furthermore, when “ownership” is eventually 
transferred, the new owner seamlessly takes over the improvements and does not 
have to start from the beginning again. This road has been sorely neglected for 
many years whilst similar routes elsewhere in the country have been progressively 
improved so there is an urgent need for “catch up”.

3. HGV Traffic Levels north of Northleach on the A429 and the impact of the 
inter-county routing agreement. This old inter county agreement is rightly mentioned 
in para 7i on page 6 as being a contributory inflation factor to HGV traffic on the 
sector north of the Northleach A40/A429 junction but is not considered further in the 
report. As HGV traffic levels have increased since the inception of this agreement on 
both the A40 and the A429, and the A44 north out of Oxford is relatively lightly 
loaded, especially since the M40 came fully into existence, is it not time to review 
this agreement as to whether it is still fit for purpose? There are rumours that there is 
an intention for HGV traffic to be curtailed or even banned on the A44 through the 
centre of Chipping Norton which could increase the traffic levels on the A40/ A429 
route! This aspect needs further examination as it seems that Oxfordshire`s gain is 
contributing to Gloucestershire`s pain.

4. Monitoring Traffic Flows on the A429. As part of the monitoring process of 
traffic flows the rate of increase needs to be considered. This has increased over the 
last few years and is very likely to increase even further with all of the extra 
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development proposed along this route including the need to cater for an ever 
increasing commuter load in addition to the increase in commercial vehicle traffic.

5. Gridlock at the Unicorn Traffic Lights Stow on the Wold. The Oddington Road 
A436 junction at the Unicorn Traffic Lights is well known as a gridlock point on the 
Fosse Way, but as mentioned in our written submission it is essential that it is 
developed in conjunction with the sister junction just north where the A424 branches 
off north on the Evesham Road, and also the turning into Stow on the Wold town 
centre via the High Street. Currently, traffic exiting the A436 westwards is inhibited 
by the short length of the 2 lanes leading into the traffic lights. Traffic wishing to turn 
right (north ) onto the Fosse stacks up because there is insufficient capacity on the 
Fosse Way to receive it, and as the lanes are narrow this frequently blocks the exit 
onto the Fosse for traffic wishing to turn left . Despite it not being a designated HGV 
route it appears that an increasing large number of HGV`s use the A436; including 
those based in the Bourton on the Water Trading Estate. To reflect this problem it is 
suggested that the last sentence of 8B7 is amended to:

“Improvements need to be made to the capacity of the carriageway and lanes at the 
Unicorn  junction and also the nearby associated Fosseway / Evesham Road (A424) 
junction which in itself needs modification to include the entrance/exit to the town 
centre via the High Street being incorporated into the signalised system.”

Also, a separate investigation into the apparent increasing HGV traffic levels on the 
A436 (Oddington Road), a non designated HGV route, might be appropriate?.

6. Recommendation – potential options for managing congestion. In 8C4 (page 
10) there is a long term recommendation to “Investigate possible road by-passes for 
Moreton in Marsh and Stow on the Wold in order to safeguard the integrity and 
resilience of the A429. However, this is not carried forward into para 9 – Summary 
Recommendations. In the past proposals for a Stow by-pass have stalled in the 
bureaucratic process and in view of the potential change of ownership highlighted in 
para 2 above it is essential that this is incorporated into para 9. To this end it is 
suggested 9 -5) is extended by adding: “including the construction of by-passes for 
Stow on the Wold and Moreton in Marsh; the 2 main weak points in the A429 
network resilience.”


